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WELCOME TO WORSHIP!  God gathers us through Word and 
Sacrament to celebrate God’s presence and to receive God’s gift of 
grace.  God has made us his people through our baptism and 
keeps us close to him through the preaching of the word and God’s 
presence in the bread and wine of Holy Communion.  We give 
thanks today for the gift of faith God has planted in us, and we 
depart to be faithful disciples of Jesus Christ. 
 
We extend a special welcome to those who are our guests.  May 
God bless this time of worship for you as we are blessed by your 
presence. If you have no church home we invite you to join with us 
and consider Our Savior’s as your church home. If you are not 
baptized and would like to talk about baptism as part of your faith 
journey, please speak with one of the pastors. 
 
 
FELLOWSHIP PADS: We ask everyone to sign and pass the 
fellowship pad in the pew and return it to the rack when done. 
 
 
OFFERING:  No offering is collected during our worship this day; 
however, we do welcome your support of our ministries and 
thank you for your gifts. Together we make a difference in the 
lives of others. 

Offering plates are available as you leave the 
sanctuary. For online giving go to the church 
website: oursaviorswestsalem.org/giving. Or text 
your gift amount to 608-471-7267 and follow the 
instructions on the response you receive. Or use 
the QR Code to the right. Thank you for your 
generosity and support of our work together. 

 



3 
 

Order of Worship 
    *Please stand as you are able 

 
PRELUDE 
 
WELCOME  
 
*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, 
who forgives all our sin, 
whose mercy endures forever. 
Amen. 

Let us return to God, confessing our sin in the assurance of God’s 
abiding love. 

 Silence is kept for reflection. 

Compassionate One, 
you are slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love, 
but our lives do not always reflect you 
and your love for the world. 
We do not show others the tender compassion 
you have shown to us. 
We do not welcome others with the radical hospitality you 
grant to all people. 
We oppress others, even though you  
have set us free again and again. 
We squander the abundant gifts of the earth. 
Transform our lives and guide us again 
in the way of the cross. 
Amen. 

Beloved in Christ, 
God’s arms are always stretched open wide 
to welcome the wandering ones home. 
In Christ your sins are forgiven. 
You have a place in God’s house forever. 
Amen. 
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*HYMN 
   “My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less”   #597 

 

 

*GREETING page 147 (in front of the hymnal) 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
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*KYRIE  page 147 (in front of the hymnal) 
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*CANTICLE OF PRAISE       page 148 (in front of the hymnal) 
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

God of the covenant, in the mystery of the cross you promise 
everlasting life to the world. Gather all peoples into your arms, 
and shelter us with your mercy, that we may rejoice in the life we 
share in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. Amen. 
 
READING  Genesis 15:1-12,17-18 
1 After these things the word of the LORD came to Abram in a 
vision, “Do not be afraid, Abram, I am your shield; your reward 
shall be very great.” 2 But Abram said, “O Lord GOD, what will you 
give me, for I continue childless, and the heir of my house is 
Eliezer of Damascus?” 3 And Abram said, “You have given me no 
offspring, and so a slave born in my house is to be my heir.” 4 But 
the word of the LORD came to him, “This man shall not be your 
heir; no one but your very own issue shall be your heir.” 5 He 
brought him outside and said, “Look toward heaven and count 
the stars, if you are able to count them.” Then he said to him, 
“So shall your descendants be.” 6 And he believed the LORD; and 
the LORD reckoned it to him as righteousness. 7 Then he said to 
him, “I am the LORD who brought you from Ur of the Chaldeans, 
to give you this land to possess.” 8 But he said, “O Lord GOD, how 
am I to know that I shall possess it?” 9 He said to him, “Bring me 
a heifer three years old, a female goat three years old, a ram 
three years old, a turtledove, and a young pigeon.” 10 He brought 
him all these and cut them in two, laying each half over against 
the other; but he did not cut the birds in two. 11 And when birds 
of prey came down on the carcasses, Abram drove them away. 
12 As the sun was going down, a deep sleep fell upon Abram, and 
a deep and terrifying darkness descended upon him. 17 When the 
sun had gone down and it was dark, a smoking fire pot and a 
flaming torch passed between these pieces. 18 On that day the 
LORD made a covenant with Abram, saying, “To your descendants 
I give this land, from the river of Egypt to the great river, the 
river Euphrates.” 

 The Word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 

 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE  
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*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
 
*GOSPEL  Luke 13:31-35 

  The Gospel according to Luke. 
  Glory to you, O Lord. 
31 At that very hour some Pharisees came and said to Jesus, “Get 
away from here, for Herod wants to kill you.” 32 He said to them, 
“Go and tell that fox for me, ‘Listen, I am casting out demons and 
performing cures today and tomorrow, and on the third day I 
finish my work. 33 Yet today, tomorrow, and the next day I must 
be on my way, because it is impossible for a prophet to be killed 
outside of Jerusalem.’ 34 Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills 
the prophets and stones those who are sent to it! How often have 
I desired to gather your children together as a hen gathers her 
brood under her wings, and you were not willing! 35 See, your 
house is left to you. And I tell you, you will not see me until the 
time comes when you say, ‘Blessed is the one who comes in the 
name of the Lord.’ ” 

 The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
 
SERMON 
 
 
*HYMN     “The Holy Wings”   #613 
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*APOSTLES’ CREED  

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and 
earth.  

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was 
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered 
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he 
descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he 
ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the 
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of 
the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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*PRAYERS 

P: Led by the Spirit, let us turn to God in prayer for the church, 
the world, and all those in need. 

(After a brief silence…The congregation is invited to read aloud individually 
the prayer petitions as the spirit moves them. If more than one person reads 
the petition, all the better!) 

Holy God, you long to gather your church under your wings. 
Bless the churches of Jerusalem, and all persecuted churches, 
that your people may take heart and stand firm as they witness 
and minister in your name. God, in your mercy, 
receive our prayer. 
 
Holy God, you give shelter to living things as numerous as the 
stars. Strengthen the voice of prophets who call humanity to 
faithful care for the planet, that they would not be silenced but 
heeded as your messengers. God, in your mercy, 
receive our prayer. 
 
Holy God, you raised up leaders like Abram, Sarai, and Paul to 
show your people what it means to rely on your promises. Guide 
today’s leaders to work for justice and safeguard the world for 
future generations. God, in your mercy, 
receive our prayer. 
 

Holy God, you are the stronghold of our life. Care tenderly for 
those who are ill in body or mind, and for people living in fear or 
need. Accompany those who are isolated, alone, or homebound, 
especially Virgil and Helen. May all know they are not alone. God, 
in your mercy, 
receive our prayer. 
 
Holy God, you offer us citizenship in heaven. Unite communities 
of faith who are divided over earthly things, that following the 
way of your Son, they may set aside grudges and serve their 
neighbors with generosity and love. God, in your mercy, 
receive our prayer. 
 
Holy God, you make your servants faithful disciples of Jesus. Be 
with our confirmation students, especially Ellie and Claire as they 
seek to grow in their discipleship, and guide their families that 
together they may reflect your love and grace. God, in your 
mercy, 
receive our prayer. 
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Here other intercessions may be offered. 

Holy God, you are our light and our salvation. We give thanks for 
the saints who have gone before us. Help us to trust in you as 
they did and to live according to their example. God, in your 
mercy, 
receive our prayer. 
 
P: Receive the prayers of your people and draw all things 
together in your love, in the name of Jesus, who leads us from 
death to life. 
Amen. 
 
*PEACE 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
 And also with you.  

 Please share a sign of peace with those around you. 
 
MISSION MOMENT 
 
*GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
It is indeed our right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all 
times and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty 
and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this 
day overcame death and the grave and by his glorious 
resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, 
with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the 
hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending 
hymn: 
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*EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, 
and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  Do this for the 
remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for 
all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this 
for the remembrance of me. 

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we 
proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 

*LORD’S PRAYER   page 112 (in front of hymnal) 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give 
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
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*INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

All who are hungry, come! The feast of grace is spread. 
 
HOLY COMMUNION All who believe that our Lord Jesus Christ is truly 
present in the bread and wine of Holy Communion, bringing to us the gift of 
forgiveness and the promise of eternal life, are welcome to gather at the 
Lord’s Table.  Younger children are invited to come forward to receive a 
blessing.  

Both wine and grape juice are available – grape juice glasses are purple.  
Gluten free wafers are also available.  
 
AGNUS DEI   “Lamb of God” 

 
 

COMMUNION HYMNS  
    “Bread of Life from Heaven”  #474 
         “Nothing Can Trouble”  ACS 1033 
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*POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

Generous Host, you have shared your feast with us and made us 
new. Send us now to set tables of love and grace in our 
communities, that your liberating love might nourish the world 
into freedom, in the name of the crucified one, Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 
 
*SENDING OF HOME COMMUNION 

Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: 
As you sent the angel to feed Elijah with heavenly bread, assist 
XXX in this ministry on which she is/he is/they are sent forth. Bless 
her/his/their time with YY, and in your love and care, nourish and 
strengthen them in this sacrament, that through the body and 
blood of your Son we all may know the comfort of your abiding 
presence. Amen. 
 
*BLESSING 

God our tender parent, God the crucified one, God the reconciling 
Spirit, bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
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*HYMN  “God of Grace, and God of Glory”  #705 

 
*DISMISSAL (Done from the back of the church) 

Go in peace. Care for others as God cares for you. 
Thanks be to God! 
 
POSTLUDE 
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OUR SAVIOR’S WORSHIP TEAM 
www.oursaviorswestsalem.org 

  Pastor Jonathan Schmidt, Senior Pastor   612-0217 
  Email: pastorjon@oursaviorswestsalem.org 

  Pastor Jean Schmidt, Associate Pastor  612-0217 
  Email: pastorjean@oursaviorswestsalem.org 

  Linda Berg, Organist/Choir Accompanist/Director of Music 
  Email: linda@oursaviorswestsalem.org 

  Laurie Noelke, Handbell Choir Director/Assistant Worship Musician 
   Eric Sorenson, Senior Choir Director 

 
 
WORSHIP LEADERS 
    6 p.m. 
Worship Assistant  Chloe Drury 
Communion Assistant Marjorie Anderson 
Welcoming Team   Dennis & Ann Sprain 

    8 a.m. 
Worship Assistant   Camille Godlewski 
Communion Assistant Gillian Twite 
Welcoming Team  Jeremy & Tiffany Janisch 

    10:30 a.m. 
Worship Assistant  Claire Gross 
Communion Assistant Michelle Witte 
Welcoming Team  Gross Family 

Home Communion   Daryl Wermedal 
Altar Guild for March Susan Giblin / Jill Iliff 
 
 
COFFEE FELLOWSHIP - A time for fellowship and treats between services on 
Sundays!  Please sign up to bring treats or to serve what others have provided. 
 
CARD MINISTRY - Please be sure to sign the cards for this week’s shut-ins, Virgil 
Mikkelson and Helen Friell.  The cards are on the table by the Pre-K/K classroom. 
 
 
CONFIRMATION  
  

Wednesday, March 19 
Lenten Worship – 6:15 pm 

 
 
SCRIP CARDS AVAILABLE    

Help support Our Savior’s Sugar Creek Bible Camp 
Camperships and World Hunger!  
 

Culver’s, Kwik Trip, Kwik Trip car wash, Woodman’s, and Ship Shape car 
wash. 
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Hungry Jar Offering for March - Lutheran Campus Ministry 

Lutheran Campus Ministry at Common Ground is a Christ-centered community in the 
Lutheran tradition (ELCA) serving students at UW-L, Viterbo, and WTC.  They … 

… believe that all people are created in God's image. 
… are passionate about the radical hospitality that Jesus showed all people 
… are committed to being a place of that same hospitality. 
… welcome all people to our life and ministry together – in worship, at the font, at the 
table, and in our life together regardless of race, gender identities, sexual orientation 
or any other category society uses to differentiate between people. 

There is no longer Jew nor Greek, there is no longer slave or free, there is no longer 
male and female; for all of you are one in Christ Jesus. Galatians 3:28 

LuMin is a ministry of the ELCA and the La Crosse Area Synod. They are a Reconciling 
in Christ ministry. Being RIC means that they are intentional in being a place of 
welcome and safety for lesbian, gay, bisexual, asexual, transgender, and questioning 
people. 

 
 
 
 
 

Special guest preacher … 

Join us March 29-30 
 

Pastor Kathryn Thompson, LuMin Campus Pastor, will join us in worship 
to share the message. 

Join us during coffee fellowship time to learn what’s new at Lutheran 
Campus Ministry at UW-L, Viterbo, and WTC. 

Our March Hungry Jar offerings will help support the ministry at LuMin. 
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Midweek Lenten Worship 
Wednesdays, March 19 – April 9 

6:15 PM 
Holden Evening Prayer 

Break the norms of Lent with God’s gift of humor… 
sights and sounds ... and a take-home reminder. 

  All in the shadow  

  of the cross! 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
We will have a simple meal, along with dessert, prior to the service each week on 
Wednesdays at 5:30 PM – March 19, 26, April 2, 9.  We are looking for helpers to make 
the soups and desserts for about 60 people. A sign-up sheet can be found in the 
Gathering Area. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

First Communion Instruction 

5th graders … and any older kids who missed it … First Communion 
instruction – Sundays, March 16 and March 30 … from 1:30- 3 PM.  
Learn about the Sacrament, create your own communion cup, and bake 
some “unleavened” bread.  Parents are asked to join us!  For more 
information see Pastor Jean or Pastor Jon. Our students will receive 
communion for the first time during worship on Maundy Thursday, April 17, 
at 7 PM. 
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   Beer & Hymns 
Sunday, March 23 

6-7 pm 
Hunter’s Last Chance Bar & Grill 

(140 Leonard Street S) 

 
 

 
 

 

YOU CAN HELP – START SAVING NOW… 

The LaCrosse Synod is looking for plastic bottle caps and jar lids for an art 
project to be used at Synod Assembly. We need the caps by April 6th.  
You can drop off your caps in the basket in the Gathering Area. 
 
 
 

St. Clare Mobile Clinic - 
The pastors of the West Conference will gather on April 1st to hear about the work 
of St. Clare Mobile Clinic in the LaCrosse region. Congregations are invited to 
support this ministry by gathering donations of needed items: bandages and gauze 
(wound dressing), ACE bandages, medical tape, band-aids, protein shakes (Ensure, 
Boost, etc.), TUMs or other antacids, multivitamins, toiletries, condoms, tampons, 
pads, NEW hats, gloves, and underwear (especially seasonal). Donations can be left 
in the Gathering Area by March 30th.  Also, to note, this ministry has been one of 
the recipients of our Mission Endowment Fund disbursements in recent years.  
 
 
 

CARE AND SHARE FOOD PANTRY - is open Saturdays, 10 AM to Noon. We 
are thankful for all the donations we have recently received. Many local 
families have benefited from your generosity. Monetary, food, and personal 
items are always appreciated. 
 
 
 
 
Check out our new social media pages and keep up on what’s going on, including 
livestreaming of worship … 

 
 

Facebook Page - Our Savior’s ELCA – West Salem 
Instagram Page – oursaviors_ws 
YouTube Channel (for livestream and recording of worship) - youtube.com/@techoslc 

 
 
 
 
Check out the March newsletter www.oursaviorswestsalem.org) to find out more.  

 

 

mailto:youtube.com/@techoslc
http://www.oursaviorswestsalem.org/

