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OUR SAVIOR’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 
West Salem, Wisconsin 

www.oursaviorswestsalem.org 
 

 

A BLESSED CHRISTMAS TO ALL who gather here for worship 
from the Staff of Our Savior’s Lutheran Church.  May the God 
who comes tonight as the Christmas baby in the manger come 
into your hearts every day that you may love and serve God each 
day. 
 
 
A SPECIAL WELCOME to those who are our guests. Our regular 
worship times are at 6 p.m. on Saturday and at 8 a.m. and 10:30 
a.m. on Sunday.  Sunday School for Pre-K through 5th grade is on 
Sundays 9:15-10:15 a.m.  
 
 
OUR WORSHIP CONTINUES tomorrow at 10 a.m. as we 
worship on Christmas Day. 
 
 
NO SUNDAY SCHOOL on December 29. 
 
 
REMEMBER, for those who are members of Our Savior’s, that 
contributions to be credited to 2024 need to be at the church 
office by 11 am on Tuesday, December 31.  Our thanks to all who 
have supported the life and ministry of Our Savior’s in the past 
year with time, talent, and treasure.  May God continue to bless 
our ministry together in Christ’s name in the coming year. 
 
 
THANK YOU – to Jon and Lynn Labus for choosing the Christmas 
trees for the sanctuary. 

http://www.oursaviorswestsalem.org/
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Christmas Eve 
Candlelight service  

 

WELCOME 
 
SPECIAL MUSIC “O Holy Night”   Eric Sorenson 
 
CHRISTMAS GOSPEL 
 
*HYMN   “O Come, All Ye Faithful”   #283 
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the brightness 
of the true Light. Grant that here on earth we may walk in the 
light of Jesus’ presence and in the last day wake to the 
brightness of his glory; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. Amen. 
 
READINGS AND CAROLS 

Isaiah 9:2-7 and Galatians 4:4-7 

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; 
those who lived in a land of deep darkness — on them light has 
shined.  
 

O little town of Bethlehem, 
how still we see thee lie! 
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep 
the silent stars go by; 
yet in thy dark streets shineth 
the everlasting light. 
The hopes and fears of all the years 
are met in thee tonight. 

You have multiplied exultation; you have increased its joy; they 
rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as people exult 
when dividing plunder. 
 

Good Christian friends, rejoice 
with heart and soul and voice; 
now ye hear of endless bliss: 
Jesus Christ was born for this! 
He has opened heaven's door, 
and we are blest forevermore. 
Christ was born for this! 
Christ was born for this! 
 

For the yoke of their burden and the bar across their shoulders, 
the rod of their oppressor, you have broken as on the day of 
Midian.  For all the boots of the tramping warriors and all the 
garments rolled in blood shall be burned as fuel for the fire. 
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For lo! The days are hast'ning on, 
by prophets seen of old, 
when with the ever-circling years 
shall come the time foretold, 
when peace shall over all the earth 
its ancient splendors fling, 
and all the world give back the song 
which now the angels sing. 

 

For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority 
rests upon his shoulders, and he is named Wonderful Counselor, 
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Great will be his 
authority, and there shall be endless peace for the throne of 
David and his kingdom. He will establish and uphold it with 
justice and with righteousness from this time onward and 
forevermore. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this. 

 

Angels we have heard on high, sweetly  
singing o'er the plains, and the mountains in  
reply, echoing their joyous strains. 
Gloria in excelsis Deo; gloria in excelsis Deo. 

 

But when the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son, born 
of a woman, born under the law, in order to redeem those who 
were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as 
children.  And because you are children, God has sent the Spirit 
of his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” So you are no 
longer a slave but a child, and if a child then also an heir through 
God. 
 
SPECIAL MUSIC “Breath of Heaven”   Melissa Haldeman 
 
SERMON 
 
*HYMN “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”  #270 
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*NICENE CREED 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of 
heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from 
Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one 
Being with the Father; through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and 
became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under 
Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the 
third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of 
the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living 
and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the 
Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has 
spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy 
catholic and apostolic church.  We acknowledge one 
baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the 
resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. 
Amen. 
 
*PRAYERS  
 
*HYMN  “From Heaven Above” vv.12 & 14 #268 
 
 Ah, dearest Jesus, holy child, 
 prepare a bed, soft, undefiled, 
 a quiet chamber in my heart, 
 that you and I may never part. 

 "Glory to God in highest heav'n, 
 who unto us the Son has giv'n." 
 With angels sing in pious mirth 
 a glad new year to all the earth! 
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*SHARING OF THE PEACE 

Unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given. And he is named 
Prince of Peace.  The peace of the Lord be with you always,  
C:  And also with you. 
 
OFFERING 

For online giving go to the church website: 
oursaviorswestsalem.org/giving. Or text your gift amount to 
608-471-7267 and follow the instructions on the response you 
receive. Or use the QR code. Thank you for your generosity and 
support of our work together. 

 
*OFFERING HYMN   “What Child Is This”   #293 v3 

So bring him incense, gold, and myrrh; come, peasant,  
king, to own him. The King of kings salvation brings; let  
loving hearts enthrone him. Raise, raise the song on high, 

 the virgin sings her lullaby; joy, joy, for Christ is born, the 
babe, the son of Mary! 
 
*RESPONSE 

P: Glory to God in the highest, 
C: and peace to God’s people on earth. 

P: Blessed are you, Prince of peace. You rule the earth with truth 
    and justice. 
C: Send your gift of peace to all nations of the world. 

P: Blessed are you, Son of God. You dwell among us as the Word 
    made flesh. 
C: Reveal yourself to us in word and sacrament that we      
    may bear your light to all the world. 
 
*WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, 
and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  Do this for the 
remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for 
all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this 
for the remembrance of me. 
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For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we 
proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
 
*LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against 
us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
*INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Glory to God in the highest! Come to the table of peace. 
 
HOLY COMMUNION All who believe that our Lord Jesus Christ is truly 
present in the bread and wine of Holy Communion, bringing to us the gift of 
forgiveness and the promise of eternal life, are welcome to gather at the 
Lord’s Table.  Younger children are invited to come forward to receive a 

blessing.  

Both wine and grape juice are available – grape juice glasses are purple.  
Gluten free wafers are also available.  

 
DISTRIBUTION 
 
COMMUNION HYMNS 
 
    “Away in a Manger”   #277 
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          “The First Noel”  #300 
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*POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

We thank you, wondrous God, for Jesus, God with us, in these 
gifts of bread and wine. As we have shared this feast of love, 
strengthen us to share your love with all the world. In Jesus’ 
name we pray. 
Amen. 
 
*RESPONSE 

P: Jesus, the bright Morning Star, shines light in the world. 
C: By day and night he shines for all to see. 
 

P: Jesus was born in the midst of injustice and poverty 
C: that the world may see the justice and richness of God. 
 

P: God so loved the world that God sent Jesus, 
C: so that all who believe in him may not perish but have   
    eternal life. 
 

P: Jesus is the light of the world. 
C: Jesus is the light of our lives. 
 
*LIGHTING OF CANDLES 

(Please tip only the unlit candle when lighting your candle from 
your neighbor.) 

 
*HYMN   “Silent Night, Holy Night!” #281 
 
Silent night, holy night! All is calm, all is bright round yon 
virgin mother and child. Holy Infant, so tender and mild, 
sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace. 
 
Silent night, holy night! Shepherds quake at the sight; 
glories stream from heaven afar, heav’nly hosts sing, 
alleluia! Christ, the Savior, is born! Christ, the Savior, is 
born! 
 
Silent night, holy night! Son of God, love’s pure light 
radiant beams from your holy face, with the dawn of 
redeeming grace, Jesus, Lord, at your birth, Jesus, Lord, at 
your birth. 
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*READING   John 1:1-5, 14,16  

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and 
the Word was God.  He was in the beginning with God.  All things 
came into being through him, and without him not one thing 
came into being. What has come into being in him was life, and 
the life was the light of all people. The light shines in the 
darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.  … And the Word 
became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, 
the glory as of a father's only son, full of grace and truth. … From 
his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. 
 
*PRAYER 

All-powerful and unseen God, the coming of your light into our 
world has brightened weary hearts with peace.  Call us out of 
darkness, and empower us to proclaim the birth of your Son, 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.  
 
*BENEDICTION 

The God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing, so that 
we may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit, through 
Christ Jesus, the Word made flesh. 
Amen. 
 
*CLOSING HYMN  “Joy to the World”  #267 

Joy to the world, the Lord is come! Let earth receive its 
king; let ev’ry heart prepare him room and heav’n and 
nature sing, and heav’n and nature sing, and heav’n, and 
heav’n and nature sing. 
 
Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns!  Let all their songs 
employ, while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains 
repeat the sounding joy, repeat the sounding joy, repeat, 
repeat the sounding joy. 
 
No more let sin and sorrow grow nor thorns infest the 
ground; he comes to make his blessings flow far as the 
curse is found, far as the curse is found, far as, far as the 
curse is found. 
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He rules the world with truth and grace and makes the 
nations prove the glories of his righteousness and wonders 
of his love, and wonders of his love, and wonders, wonders 
of his love. 
 
*DISMISSAL 

P: Sing to God a new song! A song of hope, joy, and peace          
    around the world! 
C: Thanks be to God! 
 
 

OUR SAVIOR’S WORSHIP TEAM 
www.oursaviorswestsalem.org 

  Pastor Jonathan Schmidt, Senior Pastor  608-612-0217 
  Email: pastorjon@oursaviorswestsalem.org 

  Pastor Jean Schmidt, Associate Pastor 608-612-0217 
  Email: pastorjean@oursaviorswestsalem.org 

   Wendy Amundson, Youth Director  608-518-9593 
    Email: youthoursaviorswestsalem@gmail.com 

  Linda Berg, Organist/Choir Accompanist/Director of Music 
  Email: linda@oursaviorswestsalem.org 

  Laurie Noelke, Handbell Choir Director/Assistant Worship Musician 
   Eric Sorenson, Senior Choir Director 

 
 
WORSHIP LEADERS 

    10 p.m. 
Worship Assistant   Sophia Sprehn 
Communion Assistant Corey Sjoquist 
Welcoming Team  Jeff & Melissa Haldeman 

Altar Guild for December Stacey Sjoquist/Tracy Skrentny 

 

 

Thank you to the following people who shared beautiful poinsettias 
this Christmas season.    
Poinsettias have been given: 
 
In loving memory:  

Russell Amundson from Wendy Amundson 

Bob & Carol Bridenbaugh and Melvin Schmidt from Pastors Jon & Jean, and Rebecca 

Harold & Millie Fennigkoh from Brian & Corinne Hanson 

Larry Fitch from the Johnsrud and Geiger Families 

Larry Gensch from Bonnie Gensch 
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Helmer & Gladys Hormanson and Don & Lucille Hessler from Larry & Harriet Hessler 

Erv Jacobson from Shirley and Family 

Jim Johnson from Vicky and Family 

Les & Evie Kastenschmidt and Jim & Gladys Johnson from Ginny, Nancy, Barb, Jeff 
and Families 

Herb Long from his wife, children, and grandchildren 

Russell McClintock Sr. from Diane and Family 

Homer Moe from Vernetta Moe 

Dale Peterson from Carol and Family 

Judy Romskog, Arlan Romskog, and Floyd & Vernetta Romskog from Vernon 
Romskog 

Cory Smith from Marilyn Gnewikow 

Jeff Stellick from Sue & Trenton Stellick and Gus Zabel 

Gloria Thompson from Ken, Lee, and Brian 

Junior & Peggy Turben and Carl Carlson from Don & Sue Carlson 

Warren Whitlock from Betty Whitlock and Family 

Grandpa Todd White and Great Grandma Joyce Harapat from the Byom Family 

Our parents Gene & Bonnie Ender and Barbara Zitzner from Eric & Lynette Ender 

Our parents Luke & Dolores Krajewski and David & Vivian Easterday from Mike & 
Sue Easterday 

Our parents and brothers from Ron & Dorothy Lamkin 
 
 
In honor: 

Our children & grandchildren from Jeff & Melissa Haldeman 

Our families from Rich & Carol Westpfahl and Ryan & Christine Westpfahl 

 

In loving memory & In honor of:  

Our parents and siblings, and in honor of our children, grandchildren, 
and great grandchildren from Judy & Jim Morzinski 
 

 
 
 
 

 


