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WELCOME TO WORSHIP!  God gathers us through Word and 
Sacrament to celebrate God’s presence and to receive God’s gift of 
grace.  God has made us his people through our baptism and 
keeps us close to him through the preaching of the word and God’s 
presence in the bread and wine of Holy Communion.  We give 
thanks today for the gift of faith God has planted in us, and we 
depart to be faithful disciples of Jesus Christ. 
 
We extend a special welcome to those who are our guests.  May 
God bless this time of worship for you as we are blessed by your 
presence. If you have no church home we invite you to join with us 
and consider Our Savior’s as your church home. If you are not 
baptized and would like to talk about baptism as part of your faith 
journey, please speak with one of the pastors. 
 
 
FELLOWSHIP PADS: We ask everyone to sign and pass the 
fellowship pad in the pew and return it to the rack when done. 
 
 
OFFERING:  No offering is collected during our worship this day; 
however, we do welcome your support of our ministries and 
thank you for your gifts. Together we make a difference in the 
lives of others. 

Offering plates are available as you leave the 
sanctuary. For online giving go to the church 
website: oursaviorswestsalem.org/giving. Or text 
your gift amount to 608-471-7267 and follow the 
instructions on the response you receive. Or use 
the QR Code to the right. Thank you for your 
generosity and support of our work together. 
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Order of Worship 
    *Please stand as you are able 

 
PRELUDE 
 
WELCOME  
 

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, 
who forgives all our sin, 
whose mercy endures forever. 
Amen. 

Let us confess our sin and come to God for healing. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Gracious God, 
have mercy on us. 
We confess that we have honored you  
with our lips, but have harmed our 
neighbors with our tongues. 
The cravings at war within us cause 
conflicts and disputes. 
In our desire to be first we make distinctions  
among ourselves. 
We place the needs of the poor and the suffering last. 
In your great mercy, forgive us our sins. 
Draw near to us with grace in time of need, 
and turn us to follow in the way of Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

God promises to forgive our iniquity 
and to remember our sin no more. 
By grace you have been saved. 
In the name of Jesus Christ, the source of 
eternal healing, your sins are forgiven. 
Amen. 
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*HYMN    “Lift High the Cross”  #660 

 
 

*GREETING page 98 (in front of the hymnal) 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
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*THIS IS THE FEAST  page 101 (in front of the hymnal) 
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

O God, through suffering and rejection you bring forth our 
salvation, and by the glory of the cross you transform our lives. 
Grant that for the sake of the gospel we may turn from the lure 
of evil, take up our cross, and follow your Son, Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
SPECIAL MUSIC  “How Great Thou Art” 
          Senior Choir   8 AM 
 
READING  Isaiah 50:4-9a 
4The Lord GOD has given me the tongue of a teacher, that I may 
know how to sustain the weary with a word. Morning by morning 
he wakens—wakens my ear to listen as those who are taught. 
5The Lord GOD has opened my ear, and I was not rebellious, I did 
not turn backward. 6I gave my back to those who struck me, and 
my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard; I did not hide my 
face from insult and spitting. 7The Lord GOD helps me; therefore, 
I have not been disgraced; therefore, I have set my face like 
flint, and I know that I shall not be put to shame; 8he who 
vindicates me is near. Who will contend with me? Let us stand up 
together. Who are my adversaries? Let them confront me. 9aIt is 
the Lord GOD who helps me; who will declare me guilty? 

 The Word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE  
 
*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
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*GOSPEL Mark 8:27-38 

 The Gospel according to Mark. 
 Glory to you, O Lord. 
27Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages of Caesarea 
Philippi; and on the way he asked his disciples, “Who do people 
say that I am?” 28And they answered him, “John the Baptist; and 
others, Elijah; and still others, one of the prophets.” 29He asked 
them, “But who do you say that I am?” Peter answered him, “You 
are the Messiah.” 30And he sternly ordered them not to tell 
anyone about him. 31Then he began to teach them that the Son 
of Man must undergo great suffering, and be rejected by the 
elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after 
three days rise again. 32He said all this quite openly. And Peter 
took him aside and began to rebuke him. 33But turning and 
looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind 
me, Satan! For you are setting your mind not on divine things but 
on human things.” 34He called the crowd with his disciples, and 
said to them, “If any want to become my followers, let them 
deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 35For 
those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose 
their life for my sake, and for the sake of the gospel, will save it. 
36For what will it profit them to gain the whole world and forfeit 
their life? 37Indeed, what can they give in return for their life? 
38Those who are ashamed of me and of my words in this 
adulterous and sinful generation, of them the Son of Man will also 
be ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father with the 
holy angels.” 

 The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
SERMON 
 
*HYMN    “God, Bless the Hands”      ACS  #1022 
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*APOSTLES CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and 
earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was 
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered 
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he 
descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he 
ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the 
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of 
the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
*PRAYERS 

P: Drawn together in the power of the Holy Spirit, we pray with 
confidence for the church, God’s good creation, and all who are 
in need. 

(After a brief silence…The congregation is invited to read aloud individually 
the prayer petitions as the spirit moves them. If more than one person reads 
the petition, all the better!)
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We pray for the church throughout the world. Form us into 
communities of forgiveness and grace. Help us to notice where 
you are calling us into new relationships, and give us courage to 
embrace the uncomfortable and unfamiliar. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
We pray for the earth and all its inhabitants. Protect lands at risk 
of wildfire and heal dying forests. Where fire brings destruction, 
raise up new growth. Guide us in tending precarious ecosystems. 
Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
We pray for those who govern nations, tribes, and cities. Open 
them to the cries of people in need. Direct them in shaping 
policies that prioritize the health and well-being of all who 
struggle with hunger and housing insecurity. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
We pray for all who are ill, all who are lonely or anxious, all who 
grieve, and all who are isolated, alone, or homebound, especially 
Judi and Eva. Draw them close to you and soothe them with the 
promise of your enduring love. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
We pray for teachers, professors, librarians, school 
administrators, staff, and all who support the education of young 
people. Sustain them as they shape learning communities, rooted 
in equity and authenticity. We pray for children of all ages in their 
learning. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
We pray for your servants to be faithful disciples of Jesus. Be 
with our confirmation students, especially Owen and Olivia as 
they seek to grow in their discipleship, and guide their families 
that together they may reflect your love and grace. Hear us, O 
God, 
Your mercy is great. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

We remember our beloved dead, who with the great cloud of 
witnesses bear witness to your saving grace. Accompany us in 
our pilgrimage of faith, that we too place our hope and trust in 
you. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
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P: We entrust these and all our prayers to you, holy God, in the 
name of your beloved child, Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
Amen. 
 
*PEACE 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
 And also with you. 

 Please share a sign of peace with those around you. 
 
MISSION MOMENT 
 
*GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
It is indeed our right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all 
times and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty 
and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this 
day overcame death and the grave and by his glorious 
resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, 
with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the 
hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending 
hymn: 
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*EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, 
and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  Do this for the 
remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for 
all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this 
for the remembrance of me. 

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we 
proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 
*LORD’S PRAYER   page 112 (in front of hymnal) 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give 
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 
Amen. 
 

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Jesus welcomes you to this table. Come, here is your God. 
 

HOLY COMMUNION All who believe that our Lord Jesus Christ is truly 
present in the bread and wine of Holy Communion, bringing to us the gift of 
forgiveness and the promise of eternal life, are welcome to gather at the 
Lord’s Table.  Younger children are invited to come forward to receive a 
blessing.  

Both wine and grape juice are available – grape juice glasses are purple.  
Gluten free wafers are also available.  
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AGNUS DEI   “Lamb of God” 

 
COMMUNION HYMNS 
   “Loaves Were Broken, Words Were Spoken” ACS #966 
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   “Holy, Holy, Holy”  #473 
 
*POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

Holy God, you have welcomed us to this meal and fed us with 
dignity at your table. Send us now to welcome others and to be 
at peace with one another, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
*SENDING OF HOME COMMUNION 

Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: 
As you sent the angel to feed Elijah with heavenly bread, assist 
XXX in this ministry on which she is/he is/they are sent forth. Bless 
her/his/ their time with YY, and in your love and care, nourish and 
strengthen them in this sacrament, that through the body and 
blood of your Son we all may know the comfort of your abiding 
presence. 
Amen. 
 
*BLESSING 

God all mighty, God most merciful bless you, keep you, and give 
you peace.  
Amen. 
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*HYMN   “O Jesus, I Have Promised”  #810 

 
 
*DISMISSAL (Done from the back of the church) 

Go in peace. Follow Jesus. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE 
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CARD MINISTRY - Please be sure to sign the cards for this week’s shut-ins, Eva 
Farris & Judi Rogness. The cards are on the table by the Pre-K/K classroom. 
 
 
 
COFFEE FELLOWSHIP - A time for fellowship and treats between services on 
Sundays!  Please sign up to bring treats or to serve what others have provided. 

 
 
 

OUR SAVIOR’S WORSHIP TEAM 
www.oursaviorswestsalem.org 

  Pastor Jonathan Schmidt, Senior Pastor   608-612-0217 
  Email: pastorjon@oursaviorswestsalem.org 

  Pastor Jean Schmidt, Associate Pastor  608-612-0217 
  Email: pastorjean@oursaviorswestsalem.org 

  Linda Berg, Organist/Choir Accompanist/Director of Music 
  Email: linda@oursaviorswestsalem.org 

  Wendy Amundson, Youth Director   608-518-9593 
   Email: youth@oursaviorswestsalem.org 
  Laurie Noelke, Handbell Choir Director/Assistant Worship Musician 
  Eric Sorenson, Senior Choir Director 

 
 
 
WORSHIP LEADERS 
    6 p.m. 
Worship Assistant  Addy Tlustosch 
Communion Assistant Carla Burkhardt 
Welcoming Team   Todd & Inger Michael 

    8 a.m. 
Worship Assistant   Beau Baganz 
Communion Assistant Bill Jensen 
Welcoming Team  Jim & Beth Quamme 

    10:30 a.m. 
Worship Assistant  Beau Baganz 
Communion Assistant Melissa Haldeman 
Welcoming Team  Dawn Affeldt 

Home Communion   Bev Bockenhauer 
Altar Guild for Sept  Wendy Amundson 
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CONFIRMATION AFTER SCHOOL & CLASS  
Wednesday, September 18 
3:30 pm – After School 
5:30 pm – Meal 
6 pm – 6th grade class 
6 pm – 7th grade class 
7 pm – 8th grade class 

 

 
9-12th graders… 

Ready to explore faith and life… 
and Jesus??? 

Join Pastor Jon for some time around the firepit with hot dogs and s’mores…and a 
conversation on what faith has to do with life…and what life has to do with faith!  (Hint: 
it all has to do with Jesus!) 

September 15 @ 6 PM 

We will also do some planning for future events.  Bring a chair – and if the weather 
doesn’t cooperate, we’ll do pizza in the youth room!   
 

 

 
It’s that time of year again … Whether you’re going to WTC and 
living at home or traveling to the far ends of the country, we need 
your campus address and your email address! 

You are important to us and we want to keep in touch – 
Please get the information to the office or to Pastor Jean. 
 

 
 
SCRIP CARDS AVAILABLE    

Help support Our Savior’s Sugar Creek Bible Camp 
Camperships and World Hunger!  
 

Culver’s, Kwik Trip, Kwik Trip car wash, Woodman’s, and Ship Shape car 
wash. 

 
 
 
 
CARE AND SHARE FOOD PANTRY - is open Saturdays, 10 AM to Noon. We have 

had a busy six months serving over 900 people. We are thankful for all 
the donations that have come our way. Currently, we are in need of Mac 
& Cheese, creamy peanut butter, Spam, Bush’s Beans, and personal care 
items including shampoo and body wash for men & women. Monetary 
donations are always welcomed. 
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Hungry Jar Offering for September – LWR Quilt & School 

Kit Shipping 

Our ladies have been hard at work this past year creating quilts for Lutheran World 
Relief. Their goal is to have 300 quilts ready for shipping in early October!  We will be 
putting the school kits together in early October as well.  
 
The quilts and kits will be taken to Good Shepherd in LaCrosse 
on October 12 to be loaded on the truck headed to Minneapolis 
and then shipped across the country and across the globe.  Did 
you know that it costs $2.80 to ship each quilt?  And, $1.50 to 
ship each school kit?  The Hungry Jar offering for September will 
be used to help with the cost of shipping these items.  
 
Also … Join us in worship October 5/6 as we bless the quilts and kits before they are 
sent on. 

 
 
 
 

IT’S SCHOOL KIT TIME! 

Collection continues through the end of September. Our greatest needs are: 
notebooks, erasers, pens, and rulers, but especially notebooks. THANK YOU! 

Each School kit contains the following: 

1 – 30 cm ruler/12 inch 
1 – pencil sharpener 
1 – BLUNT scissors  
5 – UNsharpened pencils 
1 – box 24 crayons  
1 – 2-1/2-inch eraser 
4 – 70 sheet notebooks (no loose-leaf paper) 
5 – blue or black ball point pens (no gel ink) 

Look for the collection box in the gathering area.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We’ve Got Quilts and Kits… You’ve Got Wheels???  
 
Our quilts and school kits are almost ready to hit the road – but we need some 

help. If you have a pickup or van that can help us transport our boxes to Good 

Shepherd Lutheran Church in La Crosse on Saturday morning, October 12, see 

Pastor Jon or Pastor Jean. This is a great way to be a part of an important 

ministry! 
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HANDBELLS 
Whether you’re “new” or “seasoned”, we’d love to have you join us!  
Practices begin September 18 at 5:30 PM in the Music Room 
(downstairs off of the Fellowship Hall). Speak to Laurie Noelke or one 
of the pastors for more information – or just show up!! 

 
 
 
 

 

 Tuesday, September 24 

 12:30 – 5:30 p.m. 

 Presbyterian Church 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

God is at work … really! 
Part of Pastor Jon’s sabbatical was exploring through the lens of a camera.  90 

pictures in 90 days, posted on Facebook.  But … if you are wondering just where he 

found God at work, join us to see the pictures and hear the stories. 

 

Sunday, September 29 
9:15 am – Library 

Grab a goodie and a cup of coffee and explore God at work in the obvious, the not so obvious, 

and the downright hidden! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SAVE THE DATES…  
 

When in Our Music God is Glorified Concert 
Sunday, October 13 at 3:30 PM 

 
 

Worship with the Bishop 

LaCrosse Area Synod Bishop Felix Malpica will join us for worship on 
October 19-20.   
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Check out our new social media pages and keep up on what’s going on, 
including livestreaming of worship … 

 
 
 
 
 

New Facebook Page - Our Savior’s ELCA – West Salem 
New Instagram Page – oursaviors_ws 
New YouTube Channel (for livestream and recording of worship) - 
youtube.com/@techoslc 
 
 
 
 
 
Check out the September newsletter (www.oursaviorswestsalem.org) to find out more. 

 
 

mailto:youtube.com/@techoslc
http://www.oursaviorswestsalem.org/

