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Faith on the Path 
 

The image still haunts me - a young girl 
walking towards a dirt path that leads into 
the woods - trees surround the path - you 
can't see beyond the trees, you can't see where she's going. 
 

We saw this image on the video 
one night during VBS.  A young 
African girl heading off to school 
after she spent many hours 
doing her chores before she 
began the journey of many miles.  
I can’t imagine what she is 
feeling as she heads into what 

appears to be the unknown.  The dense trees allow no light 
to illumine her path.  Who knows what animals or creatures 
lurk in those trees.  What challenges or dangers might she 
encounter on her journey?   
 
She appears to have great confidence and faith as she 
walks upon the path.  She trusts that she will not be alone … 
she has faith that her God walks with her.  She walks with a 
smile on her face and hope in her heart. 
 
Can you imagine having such faith and such joy?  We go 
about our lives, going down the paths placed before us, not 
knowing what we will find, what challenges or dangers we 
may encounter.  When we are faced with uncertainties and 
challenges, do we continue to go forward, trusting that we 
are not alone, trusting that God is walking with us, or do we 
quickly retreat back into the comfortable, the safety and 
security of what we know, of what we have control over, 
holding on to what we have? 
 
… oh, ye of little faith … 
 
If only we could have such faith and trust as this young girl.    
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As a congregation we are discerning where God is calling 
us, we are listening to the Holy Spirit swirling around us, and 
we are being asked to follow Jesus down the path to new 
missions and ministries. 
 
The faithful folks who are part of our Forward: Fearless and 
Faithful team and Stewardship for All Seasons team, along 
with the council, are engaged in discerning the future – 
which path(s) are we being called to follow and what 
resources do we need to navigate the path.   
 
Together, we are being invited to join 
the faithful, to put our trust in God 
rather than in ourselves, and to 
boldly step forward. 
 
We are standing at the beginning of 
that dirt path, looking into the trees, 
ready to take those first steps, 
trusting that whatever challenges 
and dangers are placed along the 
way, we will not face them alone, 
God will be there with us giving us the strength, patience, 
abilities, courage, and resources to follow the call of the Holy 
Spirit with open minds and hearts … we go forward, fearless 
and faithful! 
 

Pastor Jean  
 
 
 
 

Pastoral Acts: 

Baptisms - Jensen David Hammes - August 4 
       Collins Grace Sherry - August 11 
       Bennett Allen Cornish - August 24 
       Odin Joseph Traynor - August 25 
Funeral - Elaine Erickson - August 7  



5 

Fall Worship 

Starting September 7-8  
 

Saturday 6 PM 

Sunday 8 and 10:30 AM 
 
 

 

 

 

Ein Vorgeschmack auf 

Deutschland 

A Taste of Germany!  

 

Several have asked if Pastor Jon and Pastor 

Jean will share a presentation on their trip to 

Germany.  The answer – you bet!  In pictures and stories we will 

share a “taste of Germany.”  Come and join us to learn more about 

this country that is deep and complex.  From the Reformation and 

masters of music, literature and science, to Fascism and 

Communism, this is a land of both rich and tragic history.   

 

 Sunday, September 15 – join us as we tour from Frankfurt 

to Berlin to Bavaria and back again. 

 

 Sunday, October 13 – explore some of the 

churches, from the cities of Cologne, Berlin, 

and Dresden, to the smaller towns of 

Wittenberg and Oberammergau.  See the 

artistic wonders and hear the stories of these 

places of worship. 

 

We will also be sharing with the Salem Terrace study group in 

September and October.   
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Sunday School News 
 

 

Rally Day! 

Sunday, September 8th 

We will gather in the Sanctuary  

at 9:15 AM  

We have invited our Sunday School 

Classroom Grandparents to join us, too … 

invite a friend … and join us! 
 
 
Note:  Sunday School registration forms for all 

grades are available on the church website 
(www.oursaviorswestsalem.org).   

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Backpack 

Blessing - 

September 7-8 

If you are a student (of any age!) attending school, 

bring your backpacks, laptop bags, or whatever else 

you use.  We will share a blessing and a reminder of 

God’s love and presence as we begin another year of 

learning. 
 
  

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=EiRPfJ72-3850M&tbnid=KYmw1WYFHJXizM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://marylougreenhill.blogspot.com/2012/10/a-tributesunday-school-teachers.html&ei=x7GgU56lNoO0yATX1IKQCw&bvm=bv.68911936,d.aWw&psig=AFQjCNFMGXHvZr5p9EFj055F21u_bSCpwQ&ust=1403126282898293
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Sunday School Teacher/Helper 

Installation 

Sunday, September 8 
10:30 AM 

 
We thank the following individuals who will be sharing their love 
of Jesus with our children this coming year in Sunday School: 

Pre K – Heidi Krupicka & Kamryn Kane 
Kindergarten – Dani & Clark Draxler – with Amanda Vick 
1st Grade – Lindsey Gilberts & Ella Beal/Jaden Hammes  
2nd Grade – Mandy Bahl & Angela Vick/Maddie Noelke – with 
Mia Bahl 
3rd Grade – Stacey Sjoquist & Mariette Stefferud 
4th Grade – Jennifer Maki – with Mali Hemker 
5th Grade – Eric Iliff  
Substitutes – Amanda Christianson, Beth Clements, Ann 
Donahue, Rita Schmitz, Danielle Schultz 
Music – Linda Berg, Ilene Pavelko, Stephanie Subjek 

 
 
 
 
 

“… place in their hands the holy scriptures …” 
As we welcome our Pre-K class to discover the stories of 
Jesus, we will be gifting them with a Whirl Story Bible to 
help them begin their journey.  We invite parents and 
students to join us in worship the weekend of October 5 & 
6 when these young children will receive their Bibles. 

 
Our 3rd graders will continue their journey through 
the scriptures as they receive a Whirl NRSV Bible that 
will be used these next years of Sunday School and 
into Confirmation.  Pastor Jon and Pastor Jean will 
gather with parents and students either Sunday, 
October 6 OR Sunday, October 13 from 1:30 - 3:00 PM for 
a time to discover your Bible. The Bibles will be presented to the 
students in worship the weekend of October 19 & 20. 

  

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://awa.yolasite.com/resources/awa_110407_files/reading_bible.png&imgrefurl=http://awa.yolasite.com/2011-04-07-awa.php&h=222&w=200&tbnid=YbJ3b5zpD_mEzM:&zoom=1&docid=JEdwx6KT4K8XvM&ei=pxntU-b1E5OjyQSF8YLoDw&tbm=isch&ved=0CGkQMyhhMGE4ZA&iact=rc&uact=3&dur=485&page=4&start=171&ndsp=54
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=19-n4F5hctddiM&tbnid=YlqgTC_lhCto2M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://kiskoros.evangelikus.hu/petofiiskola/lelkeszeknek.php?sub%3Dblogok&ei=U7GgU9QIzbDIBPumgtgI&bvm=bv.68911936,d.aWw&psig=AFQjCNFMGXHvZr5p9EFj055F21u_bSCpwQ&ust=1403126282898293
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Confirmation 

 

Confirmation classes for 2019-2020 are just 

on the horizon! 

 

 6
th

 graders: 

o September 4 – 6 PM – parents and students’ 

orientation 

o September 11 – 6 PM – classes begin 

 

 7
th

/8
th

 graders: 

o September 4 – 6 PM guides meeting 

o September 4 – 7 PM – parents and students’ 

orientation 

o September 11 – 6 PM – classes begin 

o September 18 – 6 PM Food Pantry Scavenger Hunt 

 

 9
th

 graders: 

o September 11 – 7 PM – parents and students’ 

orientation 

o September 18 – 7 PM – classes begin 

 

Remember that we always have room for more, so if you have 

family/friends/neighbors who want in, we want them!  

Membership at Our Savior’s is not necessary – just a desire to 

learn about Jesus and grow as a disciple!  See Pastor Jon or Pastor 

Jean for more info. 

 

 

Confirmation After School 

Welcome back! With school comes 

confirmation, and with confirmation comes our 

“After School Program!” We have games, 

freshly pumped soccer balls, basketballs and footballs! Come to 

the church after school, drop off your bags, feel free to go to 

Nick’s for ice cream, play some games, and join us for supper at 

5:30 pm! Hope to see you there!  
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Breakfast Club 

Check out our New Breakfast Club that will 

start Sunday, September 15
th

 at 9:15 am in 

the Youth Room. Grades 6-12 are welcome 

to come join in our morning discussions 

about God, school, and any topic that’s weighing on your mind.  

Stop by and say hi to Wendy! 
 
 
 
 

 

Comings and Goings 
Or… the other way around! 

…Thank you and farewell…to Cat Bottem!  Cat has 

served as our Youth Ministry Director for over 2 years.  She 

worked on mission trips, with peaches, and Wednesday 

programming.  She also held several overnights for the 30 Hour 

Famine, and hosted Breakfast Club.  We will miss her energy and 

enthusiasm.  Cat continues to do graduate work at Winona State 

University, and is planning her wedding to Jordan.   

 

Join us on Sunday, September 22, between worship 

services, for a formal “thank you” to Cat.  Coffee, cake, 

goodies, and many thanks for all of Cat’s ministry and work 

among us.  Please join us!   

 

…And then welcome…to Wendy Kane!  Wendy has 

come on board as our interim youth ministry director.  She has 

already piloted us through peaches, and will be a big part of 

Wednesday evening and Sunday morning youth ministries.  She 

will also begin planning for next summer’s mission trip for all ages 

– kids and adults – probably to New Orleans.  We welcome Wendy 

to the staff, and look forward to working with her!  Wendy can be 

reached at youth@oursaviorswestsalem.org. 
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College-bound 

students … 
It’s that time of year again … We need your campus address  

and your email address! 

You are important to us and we want to 
keep in touch – Please get the 

information to the office or Pastor Jean. 
 
 

 
As our students are either away from home or 
studying in challenging environments, we keep 
them in our thoughts and prayers.  This month 
please pray for:  Aunna Carlson (UW-
Madison), Allison Rigotti (UW-Stout), and 
Carlie Burkhardt (UW-L).  
 
 
 
 

******************* 

 

 
 

SCAVENGER HUNT 

You can be a part of the solution … 
watch for confirmation kids coming 
to your house on Wednesday, 

September 18 between 6 and 7 PM as part of the scavenger 
hunt for the Food Pantry. If you don’t live in the 
neighborhood and want to contribute, just drop off your 
non-perishable items at the church.  
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Hungry Jar Offering for September   

Lutheran Disaster Response 
 

Lutheran Disaster Response (LDR) brings God’s hope, healing and 
renewal to those whose lives have been disrupted by disasters, in the 
United States and around the world. When the dust settles and the 
headlines change, they stay to provide ongoing assistance to those in 
need.  LDR makes sure that each community receives the physical, 
mental and emotional care needed to recover from a disaster. LDR 
works through local affiliates across the country to respond to a 
disaster by helping them muck out, clean-up and rebuild. 
Internationally, they work through the long-standing relationships of 
the ELCA with global companions and partners. LDR is in it for the 
long haul. Recent disasters LDR has responded to include flooding in 
Nebraska, Iowa, Wisconsin, and Missouri; tornados across the 
Midwest and South; and Hurricane Barry.  

 
 
 
 
SCHOOL KITS FOR LUTHERAN 
WORLD RELIEF 

LWR school kit donations will be collected 
through September and then packed for 
shipment in October.  Any items you can still purchase at 
sale prices would be appreciated.  The 3rd grade Sunday 
school students will again assist with packing the school kits.  
Thank you for your continued support of this ministry by 
either purchasing supplies or making a cash donation.   

Each School kit contains the following: 
1 - 30 cm ruler  1 - pencil sharpener 
1 - BLUNT scissors 5 - unsharpened pencils 
1 - box 24 crayons  1 – 2 1/2 inch eraser 
5 - blue or black ball point pens (no gel ink) 
4 - 70 sheet notebooks (no loose leaf paper) 

Thank you in advance for your support. 
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Adult studies 

Wednesday morning Bible study meets at 

9:30 in the Library.  September brings … 

we’ll find out!  Our study includes 

sharing, reflection, and lots of 

conversation.   No previous knowledge or experience required!   

 

 

 

School of Theology 

The La Crosse Area Synod School of Theology gets rolling again 

in September.  The school offers a variety of courses on Bible, 

theology, church, and mission.  This is good stuff!   

 

Classes are held at Our Savior’s (right in your neighborhood!) for 

six consecutive Thursdays from 5:30-9 PM, in the fall, winter and 

spring.  Over two+ years you can finish the entire curriculum.  

Cost is $50/term, or $20/course, plus any books.  Classes are 

taught by synod pastors and qualified lay persons.  There are no 

grades or exams, just some reading and a minimal amount of 

writing.  You learn what you want to learn, at your pace!   

 

An Introduction to the Bible course, taught by Pastor Len Liptack, 

is also offered, free of charge, for all new students and anyone else 

who is interested.  The Intro will be on Thursday, September 12, 

from 5:30-9 PM at English Lutheran Church in La Crosse.  To 

register for the intro course, contact the synod office at 788-5000. 

 

Classes for the fall term begin September 19.  Courses this fall 

include Gospels (Pastor Mark Kvale), Christian Theology I (Pastor 

Anne Hokenstad), and Worship (Pastor Jon).     

 

You can join at the start of any trimester, so this is a good time to 

jump in.  For more information see Pastor Jon or Pastor Jean, or 

check out the synod web page at  

www.lacrosseareasynod.org/synod-school-of-theology. 
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Prayer and travels 
September 9th  

@ Salem Terrace – 9:30 
am 

Join us for breakfast &  
a tour through Germany 

The coffee is perking and breakfast is being 
dished up. Join us as we begin another year 
of study and fellowship.  We meet in the 
small kitchenette off of the parking lot 
between Salem Terrace & Mill Street 
Manor. Feel free to invite your friends. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Coffee & Conversation at Linda’s Bakery 

9:15 AM on Tuesday, September 10  
 
 

 
 

OWLS 

On September 26 the OWLS will meet at 1 
p.m. to go to the Sons of Abraham 
Synagogue in LaCrosse. We will see the 
scrolls and continue to learn more about 

the Jewish faith.  There is a sign-up sheet for those who plan 
to attend on the OWLS’ bulletin board.  
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Sing Praise 

"All God's Creatures Got a Place in 
the Choir...." - that means you too!  
You are welcome to join us as we 

sing and play our praises to God (and have a lot of fun doing 
it!).  Senior Choir meets Wednesday nights starting 
September 4, 7:00 pm, in the balcony, just be there! If you 
have questions, talk to Eric Sorenson.   

If you are interested in learning handbells, talk to 
Linda Berg.  

If you want to join the guitar group, talk to 
Dean Olson.  Music is alive at Our Savior's 
Lutheran Church! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Many thanks to the musicians that provided 
special music during the summer months: 
Andrew Bakkum, Naoko Giblin, Marty 
Frank, Jen Linse, Lynette Ender, Laurie 
Ellefson, Carla Burkhardt, Carolyn Karl, Eric 
Sorenson, Tricia Aleckson for singing at 
June Dairy Days, Lily Twite for playing 
guitar at the Campfire Beer & Hymns, and of 
course the SOS Band: Linda Berg, Ken 

Isler, Dan Backhaus, Dean Olson and Jon Hetland.  We truly 
appreciate your dedication and willingness to share your 
time and talents with us! 
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Forward:  Fearless and Faithful! 

Interactive Version (that means you get to do it too!) 
 
We continue to dwell in the word – Acts 16:6-15.  We invite 
you to read those passages and listen to what they are telling 
you.   
 
As our group continues to meet with our coach, Carla 
Stanton, we are anticipating a meeting in September with all 
of the congregations who are participating in this journey.  
We have been told to expect something “different” when we 
gather.  Things will go against the norm.  Growing up, we 
have always been taught to “think before you act” – but now 
we are going to learn how to “act before you think!”  I’m 
guessing that won’t be easy.  We will practice … and then we 
will invite you to join us … get ready to be turned upside 
down! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Our Savior’s Loves New 

Members! 

We love to welcome new partners in our life and work as disciples 

of Jesus!  If you, or someone you know, is interested in joining 

Our Savior’s, please contact one of the pastors. We’ll get you set!   
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Coulee Region Hunger Walk/Run 
 
Our area is about to engage in a huge community effort to 
fight hunger. The first Coulee Region Hunger Walk/Run is 
scheduled for Sunday, October 13th. Many community and 
church members have been involved in planning this event 
which replaces the CROP Walk in our area. The Coulee 
Region Hunger Walk/Run puts much emphasis on hunger in 
the Coulee area but can also include the Care & Share 
Food Pantry and ELCA World Hunger.  
 
Participants in the Run/Walk are asked to make at least a 
$20 donation. Pledge forms will be available in the church 
office. From the proceeds, WAFER and Hunger Task Force 
will each receive 35% of funds raised. The remaining 30% 
will go to any other non-profit food relief program of the 
walker’s choice.  Just write Care & Share Food Pantry or 
ELCA World Hunger in the space provided on the pledge 
envelope as the destination for your 30%.  
 
Can we get a team together to help support the Food Pantry 
and World Hunger? 
 
More information about the Coulee Region Hunger Walk 
/Run is available on their website. Go to 
(https://www.couleeregionhungerwalk.org/).  
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Summer Lunch Update 
 
At the time I write this, there is still two 
weeks of serving left for the summer lunch 
program.  While I have no final numbers to 
share, I can already tell you that our 
serving numbers were up this year.  But, as 

God provides, so were the donations of items.  The Summer 
Lunch Program has been very blessed this season. We will soon 
pack up all the things that we can use again next year and clean 
up our little room in the basement so that Sunday School can 
begin. 

Thank you to those of you volunteered your time preparing and/or 
serving. Thank you to those of you who donated items or money. 
We are thankful to those in our community for a variety of large 
donations of time, money and products - 1st CCU (volunteers), 
Hansens IGA, Alforex Seeds, West Salem School’s and Kerri 
Mallicoat, Linda’s Bakery, Oma, and the Milk Producers from this 
area!!!  Our weekly leaders made each day of serving go 
smoothly, we thank Carla Burkhardt, Connie Pinski, Tracy Hesse, 
and Cheryl Lang for all of their time as they provided that service. 

We do not require proof of need for children to participate in the 
Summer Lunch Program.  But if a kiddo rides up, on their bike in 
the pouring rain with their Walmart shopping bag to take home a 
lunch and another for their younger sibling, we know that we are 
providing a needed service.  We are especially thankful to Our 
Saviors Lutheran Church and all of it's members for the huge role 
we play in providing this service for our entire community. 

Angie Hemker 
 
P.S. A big thank you to Angie Hemker for volunteering to 
coordinate the Summer Lunch Program.  We couldn’t have done it 
without you! 
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Thank you … 

… to the August newsletter mailing crew - 
Connie Blunck, Carol Peterson, Velma Schmidt, 
and Betty Whitlock. 

… to Tonya Chandler for making the communion bread for 
August. 

… to all who helped with VBS – those who organized things 
and were present each night: Eric Iliff, Wendy Kane, Jake 
Iliff, Stephanie Subjek, Carolyn Karl – those who helped: 
Kamryn Kane, Maddie Giblin, Madison MacRogers, 
Madeline Parr – and to those who provided food: Linda 
Arentz, Tracy Skrentny, Connie Blunck, Ty Babinski, Dawn 
Fennigkoh, Marion Stensven, Shannon Vick, Jim Michelson, 
Laurie Ellefson, Kay Osiecki, Alison Hemker, and Tyler 
Babinski for making brownies!   

… to the Iliff Family for once again hosting our Annual Beer 
& Hymns Campfire edition and providing the meat for us ... 
to the band and guitar group “newby” Lilly Twite for providing 
the music ... to all who joined us, sharing food and song!  A 
good time was had by all! 

… to all who worked so hard to feed our neighbors and show 
them hospitality. The annual corn roast was a great success 
despite the obstacles placed in our way. 

... to Carl Wallace (& his forklift) for unloading the semi, Dan 
Roemhild (DigiCopy) and Xerox/Trane for the use of their 
pallet jacks, those who helped sell the peaches, and Wendy 
Kane for all of her work getting the peaches here & 
distributed. Thank you to those who bought them, too! 
 
 

From others … 

To everyone who sent well wishes to me, God Bless you 
and Thank you very much! 

Meryl Kirkeng 
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Thank you so much for the scholarship towards Sugar 
Creek! I had fun learning about God and Jesus and what 
they did for us. 3 things we learned about were love, 
generosity, and compassion. We did so many fun things! 
We slept in wagons, played in a waterfall, went swimming, 
played GA GA ball, went horseback riding, and so much 
more! Camp was so fun and I met a lot of new friends! 
Thank you so much for the scholarship! 

Lydia Jothen 
 
Dear Our Saviors Church, Thank you for helping me go to 
camp. We learned about compassion. I had a very fun 
time at camp. I also liked the waterfall. Thank you. 

Jesse (Jothen) 
 

Thank you! Thank you for giving me a campership to 
Sugar Creek. I had a ton of fun at Sugar Creek. I loved 
going biking and canoeing. I hope to go next year. Thanks 
again! 

Elliott Sjoquist 
 
Dear Our Saviors, Thank you for my campership for 
Sugar Creek. I loved sleeping in tents and cooking food 
over the fire. Sugar Creek is an awesome place to go to 
for camp. Thanks again. 

Graham Sjoquist 
 

 
 

 

Memorial Gifts Received … 

In Memory of Joan Marker from  
Dona Houser 
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Our Savior’s Mission in the World 

God’s Work…Our Hands… 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
 

Another in a series of ministries in which we are engaged as part 

of our faithful stewardship and discipleship. 

 

The Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) is more 

than a label.  The ELCA is our partnership in ministry, our 

identity, and our connection to other communities of faith.  

The ELCA offers us the opportunity to make a difference in 

the world, in ways that we could not do by ourselves.   

 

We support the ministry of the ELCA through our mission 

support to the La Crosse Area Synod.  Each year the synod 

sends half of our gifts ($15,000) to join with the gifts from 

thousands of other congregations to make ministry happen - 

missionaries, campus ministries, seminaries, advocacy, 

curriculum development, new congregation starts, chaplains, 

and many other ministries across the globe.  You can learn 

more at www.elca.org.  Together, we really do accomplish 

more than we could individually! 

 

But the ELCA is also an identity.  

We stand for something, and we 

do it together.  We stand as a church that seeks to proclaim a 

God who is welcoming to all, and who heals the brokenness of 

all creation – including our own!  We are known as a church 

that reaches out in disaster, welcomes those who are not always 

welcome elsewhere, and is willing to look even at our own 

failure and weakness.  All because we know that the only hope 

we have is in the embrace of the crucified Jesus!  

 

Thank you for your that support allows us to be a partner with 

many others through the ELCA as together we make a 
difference in many, many lives!     

http://www.elca.org/
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If you enjoy drinking coffee and socializing 
between services, please sign up to Bake & 
Serve.  It’s fun and easy.  If you are unsure 
of how to use the Bunn coffee system, we 
will help you – talk to Lynette Ender or 

Melody Schmitz.  Clean up is easy with our new dishwasher.  
If no one signs up we may have to go without that Sunday. 
 
 
 

Our Savior’s T-Shirts  

Show your church spirit and help support 
World Hunger!  The cost is $12.50 – and 
proceeds go to World Hunger!   Shirts are 
available in the office – Get yours today! 
 
 
 
 

 

Thrivent Choice Dollars 
 

Remember that if you are a Thrivent 

member you may have “Thrivent 

Choice Dollars” to direct.  Our Savior’s is one of the many 

potential recipients of your choice dollars, but your direction needs 

to be made each time.  See Thrivent’s web site for more 

information or stop by the office and we will help you out. 

 

 

 

Shopping Online? 
 

Our Savior’s now has an account with “Amazon Smile.”  If you 

shop with Amazon, you can support our work together by 

designating your “Amazon Smile” contribution to Our Savior’s.  
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New!  Electronic giving 

options! 

Giving via electronic transfer… 
 At oursaviorswestsalem.org, click the “Give” tab at the top.   

 Click Give Online. 

 Your contribution is made directly from your financial 

institution, and is protected by secure software. 

 When making your first gift, set up a GivePlus account. 

 You can make a one-time gift, or set up recurring gifts. 

 Recurring gifts can be changed at any time.   

 Bank transfers have the lowest fees for Our Savior’s, 

allowing for the greatest amount of your gift to go toward 

the ministries of Jesus Christ!  

 

Giving via mobile app… 
 Visit the App Store or Google Play and search for 

“GivePlus Church” to download the app for free. 

 Select Our Savior’s as your default church. 

 Tap Donate Now. 

 Enter your payment information. 

 Review & complete your donation. 

 Easily create an account to set up recurring donations and 

review your giving history. 

 

Giving via text… 
 Text to 608-471-7267 

 Enter amount 

 Send 

 The first time you use texting, you will be asked to register 

your payment information; after that, enter the amount and 

send the text. 

 

Give in confidence! 
At Our Savior’s we take seriously the need for integrity in our 

financial practices, and we strive to make certain that our resources 

make a difference in the world.  Periodic audits and public reports 

ensure that we are good stewards of your gifts!  And thank you for 

your support!   
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Mission Support 

As this year unfolds, God continues 

to bless us, invite us into the mission 

of the gospel of Jesus Christ, and through the Holy Spirit, make 

good things happen.  Thank you for your continued support of 

our mission and ministry, here in West Salem and around the 

world.  Your gifts really do make a difference in the lives of 

people! 

 

  2019 Ministry at Work  

 Actual – July Actual - YTD Budget - YTD 

Income $21,804.66 $177,346.11 $189,727.37 

Prepaid 2018  $25,547.07 $25,547.07 

Expense $29,741.08 $205,017.61 $209,056.16 

Net ($7,936.42) ($2,124.43)  

 
 
 

 

Widow’s Mite Club 

The Widow’s Mite Club continues to 

grow – up to 14 – can you join us?  We 

invite you to give up 2 quarters a day to 

restore our mission support from our 

budget for this year.  Two quarters, or $180 for the year can go a 

long way to empowering the ministry to which we are called.  

Make your gift once, or spread it out over the year.  Let us know 

you are on board, and we will add your “quarters” to the display in 

the Gathering Area.  See Pastor Jon for more information! 
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Congregation Council 

Review 
 

The Congregation Council met on August 12, 

with President Lynette Ender presiding.  At 

this meeting, the council: 

 Began with a time of dwelling in the word – Acts 16:6-15. 

 Had a working session together with the Stewardship for 

All Seasons team to discern our goals for the future. 

 Received and approved the minutes from the July meeting, 

and received and reviewed the financial report and pastoral 

report from July  

 Heard an update on Pastor Jon’s sabbatical. Thanked Kris 

Seeger for her help during this time.  

 Learned that Jeff Rich will be meeting with the consultant 

regarding LED lighting in the church. 

 Received an update on Forward: Fearless and Faithful.   

 Recognition for Cat Bottem, youth director, September 22.   

 Heard an update on the status of Johnson South – received 

the verbiage for a new lease and the expectations for a new 

tenant provided by Kathy Schmidt. Learned we have a new 

renter as of August 16. 

 Heard an update on the status of the steps being taken to 

resolve issues that were raised in the insurance inspection 

report for the church and house next door. 

 Heard an update on the resolution of issues raised in the 

fire inspection report. 

 Learned the coffee maker for the kitchenette has been 

purchased. 

 September meeting will be at Ender’s home along with a 

picnic with families.  

 

The council meets again on September 9.  See Pastor Jon or 

Lynette Ender if you have any questions.   
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WORSHIP LEADERS Aug 31/Sept 1 
  6 p.m.  
Acolyte  Riley Wuensch 
Reader  ___________ 
Communion Assistant Bonny Goodenough 
Ushers  Keith & Jan Goetzinger 

  8 a.m.    10:00 a.m. 
Acolytes    Ella Beal   Lauren Bell 
Readers Kathy Wehrs   __________ 
Communion Assistants   
  Wendy Kane   Jen Linse 
  Pam Gresens   __________ 
Baskets ___________   __________ 
Ushers Dawn Beal   Tony & Jennifer Bell 
 Wayne & Darlene Affeldt  

Home Communion Marjorie Anderson 
Altar Guild  Cindy Averbeck / Jaime Fortier 
 

 

WORSHIP LEADERS Sept 7-8 

  6 p.m.  
Acolyte  Eva Clements 
Reader  Jim Anderson 
Communion Assistant  Jill Iliff 
Ushers  Jon & Maryrose Hetland 

  8 a.m.    10:30 a.m. 
Acolytes    Alena Donahue  Zach Fitzpatrick 
Readers Kathy Wehrs   Kristin Tschumper 
Communion Assistants   
  Alison Hemker   Kristin Tschumper 
  Lynette Ender   Jessica Kennedy 
Baskets Tyson Labus   Dayne Langrehr 
Ushers Karl & Kathy Wehrs   ___________ 

Home Communion Dottie Baumgartner 
Altar Guild  Nancy DeYoung / Karen Rich 
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WORSHIP LEADERS Sept 14-15 

  6 p.m.  
Acolyte  Ben Fleckenstein 
Reader  Bonnie Gensch 
Communion Assistant  Lee Fernstaedt 
Ushers  __________ 
 
  8 a.m.    10:30 a.m. 
Acolytes    Emma Fortier   Madeline Giblin 
Readers Melody Schmitz  ___________ 
Communion Assistants   
  Steve & Sue Ahles  Tracy Hesse 
      Michelle Witte 
Baskets Autumn Loging  Camdyn Lyga 
Ushers __________   ___________ 

Home Communion Bev Bockenhauer 
Communion Bread  Lynette Ender 
Altar Guild  Nancy DeYoung / Karen Rich 
 
WORSHIP LEADERS Sept 21-22 

  6 p.m.  
Acolyte  Elly Goodenough 
Reader  Sharon Olson 
Communion Assistant  Jon Hetland 
Ushers  __________ 

  8 a.m.    10:30 a.m. 
Acolytes    Jaden Hammes  Jacob Helgeson 
Readers __________   ___________ 
Communion Assistants   
  Jen Linse   Corey Sjoquist 
  Bonny Goodenough  Dottie Baumgartner 
Baskets Olivia Maki   Hayden Massman 
Ushers Draxler Family   __________ 

Home Communion  Judy Gilbert 
Altar Guild  Nancy DeYoung / Karen Rich 
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WORSHIP LEADERS Sept 29-30 

  6 p.m.  
Acolyte  Amalia Hemker 
Reader  __________ 
Communion Assistant  Judy Gilbert 
Ushers  Jon & Maryrose Hetland 

  8 a.m.    10:30 a.m. 
Acolytes    Jacob Hickey   Kendra Hillyer 
Readers __________    ___________ 
Communion Assistants   
  Sharon Olson   Kristin Tschumper 
  Kyle Twite   Jim Quamme 
Baskets McKenna Mueller  Nate Premo 
Ushers __________   ___________ 

Home Communion Pam Gresens 
Altar Guild  Nancy DeYoung / Karen Rich 
 
 

Web Site: www.oursaviorswestsalem.org 
OUR SAVIOR’S STAFF 

Pastor Jonathan Schmidt, Senior Pastor  612-0217 
 Email: pastorjon@oursaviorswestsalem.org 
Pastor Jean Schmidt, Associate Pastor  612-0217 
 Email: pastorjean@oursaviorswestsalem.org 
Kris Seeger, Administrative Assistant Church Office: 786-0030 
 Email: office@oursaviorswestsalem.org 
Wendy Kane, Interim Director of Youth Ministry  518-9593 
 Email: youth@oursaviorswestsalem.org 
Jill Iliff, Treasurer 
 Email: treasurer@oursaviorswestsalem.org 
Linda Berg, Organist/Choir Accompanist/Director of Music 
 Email: linda@oursaviorswestsalem.org 
Kathy Brisson, Organist  
Eric Sorenson, Senior Choir Director  
Karen DeSchepper, Financial Secretary  
Josh Corning, Custodian  
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